CRITERIA FOR INSCRIPTION


When the National Board considers an application to insert an element or tradition on the National Inventory for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage, the criteria include consideration of the following questions.  It is pertinent to point out as regards traditional craftmanship, that the 2003 UNESCO Convention is mainly concerned with the skills and knowledge involved in craftsmanship rather than the craft products themselves. Rather than focusing on preserving specific craft objects, safeguarding attempts should instead concentrate on encouraging artisans to continue to produce craft and to pass their skills and knowledge onto others, particularly within their own communities.  The questions are:
 
·         Do those who practice and transmit the element in Malta (i.e. ‘the people concerned’) consider this to be an important part of their heritage that should be safeguarded?
[bookmark: _GoBack]·         Is the element ICH, according to the definition in the 2003 UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage? (For more details, please consult Articles 2.1 and 2.2) of the Convention, available on https://ich.unesco.org/en/convention) 
·         Have the people concerned freely participated in inventorying?
·         Are the people concerned willing to have their element included on the national inventory?
·         Is inventorying the element (and implementing the proposed safeguarding measures, if any) likely to contribute to its safeguarding?
·         Have any possible negative consequences of inventorying the element been identified and adequately mitigated?
·         Are there any aspects of the element that should not be made publicly available, according to the people concerned, and has this need for non-disclosure been fully respected?
·         Can inclusion of the element on the inventory assist in raising visibility and awareness of the importance of ICH in Malta generally?
·         Can inclusion of the element on the inventory assist in encouraging dialogue and mutual respect generally within and between communities in Malta?
·         Can inclusion of the element on the inventory assist in an understanding of the diversity of ICH in Malta in general?
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